Evaluating the patient with chest pain: the value of a comprehensive history.
Chest pain is one of the most common presenting symptoms in healthcare settings and one of the most difficult diagnostic challenges. A comprehensive history is the cornerstone of evaluation and diagnosis and one of the most important skills in distinguishing among the many causes of chest pain. Because the differential diagnosis for chest pain ranges from conditions as minor as muscle strain to life-threatening conditions, such as an acute myocardial infarction or dissecting thoracic aortic aneurysm, the advanced practice nurse must quickly and systematically assess the patient.